Figure 1

Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) is a very valuable crop grown in open fields and protected houses in Saudi Arabia. The cultivated area of tomato in Saudi Arabia is estimated at
, followed by primers R16F2n/R16R2 (Gundersen & Lee, 1996) (Fig. 1) . A member of the 16SrII group has been previously associated with a witches' broom disease in alfalfa in Alhasa, Saudi Arabia (Alhudaib, 2009) and Oman (Weintraub & Jones, 2010) , and with witches' broom-like diseases in other crops in the Middle East region, including Iran, Lebanon and Israel (Weintraub & Jones, 2010 
